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Love is a word that has multiple meanings in the English language.  We often say things like, “I 

love movies; I love my dog; I love pizza; I love to travel; I love my friend; I love God.”  We 

often hear phrases like “making love;” songs which proclaim, “I will always love you;” the 

description of an encounter with two people, “it was love at first sight.” 

 

Yet these ideas and statements about love, we would have to admit, are often pretty vague in and 

of themselves.  Love is certainly more than simply a good feeling, doing something which makes 

us happy or loving someone who loves us back.  It is more than what is often portrayed in 

movies or on TV, where the love is often pretty shallow with very little commitment. 

 

Now the ancient Greeks were very wise in that they had four words for love.  There was the 

word, “Philia,” which is a brotherly love—a love between friends.  It is the root word, of course, 

of Philadelphia the city of brotherly love.  Philia is a love that is characterized by the most 

caring, supportive and dedicated love between friends. 

 

A second Greek word is, “storge” or family love, a love between parents and children.  This 

love, of course, is very special in that it comes from parents who have adopted or helped bring 

this life into the world, and from the children who love them back.  It is a love that sometimes 

needs discipline and boundaries so children know their parents really care. 

 

A third word for love is, “eros” which is the root of the word erotic.  It is that physical, intimate, 

sexual love that is shared between a husband and wife in the context of a committed marriage.  

This love, in contrast to what the media shows, is a love that respects the gifts of our bodies; it 

celebrates the marriage union filled with commitment, caring and love. 

 

Finally the fourth word for love is, “agape” or God-like love.  This is love that is centered in 

God’s grace.  It is a love that is given freely and unconditionally.  It is a love that is seen most 

perfectly in Jesus who was willing to suffer and die on the cross for you and for me.  Agape is 

the highest and purest form of love there is. 

 

Agape love then is also the love that is described in that well-known love passage 1 Corinthians 

13.  The Apostle Paul says that “love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 

no records of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth.  It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.” 

 

I heard someone say one time that you can interchange the name God/Jesus for the word “love” 

and you have the true meaning of this passage.  “If I speak in human or angelic tongues, but do 

not have God/Jesus, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of 



prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have God/Jesus, I am nothing. 

 

“God/Jesus is patient, God is kind.  God does not envy, he is not proud.  God does not dishonor 

others, he is not self-seeking, he is not easily angered, he keeps no record of wrongs.  God does 

not delight in evil, but he rejoices in the truth.  He always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.  God/Jesus never fails.” 

 

God/Jesus can be interchanged for the word love because only in God do we know true love.  

Only in Jesus do we experience love that was willing to go to a cross for us.  Only in God do we 

experience a love that loves us just as we are; that offers us forgiveness for our sins; that offers 

us new life now and the promise of eternal life when we die. 

 

It is interesting that in our Bible walk through the Old Testament, in the book of Hosea, the 

example and emphasis is on God’s love, and on people having a God-like love.  In this Biblical 

book, Hosea the prophet marries a woman named Gomer.  Gomer, however, is unfaithful in her 

marriage and goes out and seeks many other lovers. 

 

In his steadfast and God-like love, however, Hosea goes and redeems Gomer from her 

destructive lifestyle.  He loves her in spite of her failures and the terrible hurt she caused him.  

Gomer had become a slave of one of her lovers and Hosea actually pays the price, buys her back 

from this slavery, and shows her love and forgiveness. 

 

Then Hosea uses this example of Gomer to symbolize what was also happening with Israel.  

Israel too had played the harlot.  It had been unfaithful to the love and relationship God had 

created for them.  They had been devoured in wickedness, had persisted in their sins, had 

focused on idol worship, and as a result God was deeply saddened. 

 

Yet Hosea proclaims that in the midst of this idolatry God remains faithful to his people.  Even 

though Israel must be disciplined, God’s promises shine brightly.  God redeems his chosen 

people and offers them the good news of restoration and blessing.  With God, his love and 

compassion never end. 

 

The promise and good news throughout the Bible is that God’s love is amazing.  God never gives 

up and any of us; he is always there to welcome us back in relationship with him.  No matter 

how far you’ve strayed, God’s loving arms are open.  No matter how serious your sin, God 

forgives you if you confess to him.  No matter how we want to trust in our own strength, God’s 

love is the only rock that can never be moved. 

 

1 John 4:19-21 says, “We love because he first loved us.  If we say we love God yet hate a 

brother or sister, we are liars.  For if we do not love a fellow believer, whom we have seen we 

cannot love God, whom we have not seen.  And he has given us this command: those who love 

God must also love one another.” 

 

One of the most troubling things in Christendom over the years is how we have so easily said we 

have faith yet how often there has been so little love in that faith.  Oftentimes denominations, 



church groups and individual churches themselves have been places where there has been very 

little love and understanding shown; where people have harbored deep anger and bitterness. 

 

The great Hindu leader, Ghandi, was one who knew the Christian Bible very well and who said 

he had a lot of respect and admiration for Jesus and his teachings.  In fact, he said that he 

seriously considered becoming a Christian, but for the Christians themselves.  He loved the 

teachings of Jesus, but failed to see them lived out in so-called Christians. 

 

The truth is that to say we have faith, to say we believe in Jesus, means nothing at all if we don’t 

shine forth the love of Jesus.  In fact, we can talk until we are blue in the face about our faith and 

good Christian lives, but without love, giving and actions these words mean nothing. 

 

I remember one of the cruelest and most hateful letters I have ever received as a pastor was 

where the person signed at the end, “Sincerely in Christ.”  What a great example of love and 

faith.  You know, I have heard many people who claim to be Christians who swear up a storm, 

who freely use profanity.  Yet where is the love for those who find this offensive; where is the 

love for others who we want to help to know Jesus?  

 

Or those who say they love Jesus but then who verbally abuse their spouse or children; who use 

lies and put-downs to build themselves up; who allow bitterness and anger to consume them; 

who cheat or steal from their employer; who carry on like a spoiled brat as a parent at a sport’s 

activity for their child.  What kind of witness for Christ are they sharing with others? 

 

Now granted we are all sinners and we all fail everyday.  There are times when none of us are 

very loving.  Yet to believe in Christ, to know and have faith in this God of the Bible, means that 

we confess those times when we fail.  It means that we seek forgiveness and allow Jesus to 

create in us a more loving, understanding and caring spirit. 

 

In Colossians 1:4, the Apostle Paul commends the people of that church that he has heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all his people.”  Love and faith go 

together.  Love is God’s will for you and me.  As Jesus says in Matthew 5:16, “let your light 

(and your love) shine before others, that they may see your (faith active in love and) your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 

The book of Hosea is a great example and message of God and his love; we too have often been 

unfaithful to God.  Yet in his amazing love he forgives and redeems us.  And as he showers his 

grace on us he call us to trust in him by faith; to love others as he has loved us. 

 

How about you, my friend?  What do you need to learn about God and his love?  Is your faith 

active in love?  Let us all focus our lives on God’s agape love.  Let us commit our lives to him 

by faith; let us live our faith each day in love. 


